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Developing sustainable fisheries management policies that
respond to the needs of coastal communities of Newfoundland

The overall goal of a one-ysar project invoiving the Town of Changs fslands and ressarchers from three Canadian univerzities iz o generais
dialogus about how local knowledge can ba used to develop sustanabls fizhense and coastal management policias that respond fo the neaeds
of coastal communities in Newfoundiand and Labrador Working with rsaidents of the community of Change lslands over the past summer
led to idantificabon kay maues that affect fiah harvecters and others whoas livelihcods depend on the manne snvironmant. Together with local
harveeters ressarchear are devsloping policy brefs for federal and provincial agenciss on thees topica in an sffort to reshape poficisa to maks
them more reeponaive to tha neads of Change lziands and other coastal communities. Mapa that refiect local knowledgs and placenames
and an infsractive, multimedia wab sits are alzo also being developed to provide an opportunity for local residents, interssted organzationa
and agencies, and otharz to learn about the distinct heritage and way of e of Newfoundiand and Labrador fizhing communitiss, and the rols

p-IC

Municipalities

Newfoundland and Labrador

local knowledgs can play n the sustainable uss of coasial snvironmants.

Using local knowledge to manage coastal environments

Resdents of coastal communitiss

ars pnmary staksholders in fisheriea
manageament but continue fo have lithe
input into largsly top-down, and often
insffactive management strategiss. Local
psopls havs valuabls knowiadge fo chars
about the marns snvironment and the
problams with curmment practices and
regulsbonz. New avenusa for input excst

in 2oma regiona through integratad coastal
managament sfforta, but ths project was
based s belisf that fizh harvestsrs and other
coaztal residantz should have a loudsr voice
in how local resources are managed.

With 32 fizh harvestsrs and up o 35
psopls (in 2008) amployed in a fizh
proceszing facility owned by the Town of
Changs Islands’ Fizhermen 'z Improvament
Committes, tha fizhery reprasants a major
smployse in the town of 300 recidenta.

Given the mportancs of the fizhery to

tha community Change lzlands waz

an appropriats location for the project,
funded by the Social Sciencaz and
Humanibss Reasarch Councd (SSHRC),
Ocsan Managsmeant Rassarch Nstwork
and Canadian Fizhenes, Ocseanza. and
Aguacuiturs Managsment at the Univeraity
of Ottawa. The project builds on a ssnes
of workzhopz and projecta that have taken
place on Changs |slands aincs 2003.
Changs izlandz haa become a placs whers
represantstivas gather to dizcuss the futus
of coastal communities in Newfoundland

in 2008, with 2upport from the Provinca
of Newfoundiand and Labrador, snd

Mapping Jocal piace names. Photo by Bojan Furst

]
@
reaufted in a detailed community map with &
over 200 new placs namsa - demonatrating
the mportanca and value of jocal
knowledge The current project is extending
thiz community mapping work, moving from
the shorslins to local fishing grounda.

Rasaarchers Dr. Derak Smith, from
Carlston University, Dr. Maursen Woodrow
of Univeraity of Ofiawa and ssazonal
Change lzlands reaadent, and Dr. Kally
Viodden, Memorial University and MNL
Rsesarch Associats, along with graduats
astudents Bojan Furst, Ahmed Khan and
Adéls Michon end undargradusts studant
Damislie Millz, have bean working cloasly
with the Town Council and local residentz
fo document their knowledge and concama
and invectigate potential solutions.
Interviews and focus groups heid n July and
August 2009 snd Fabruary 2010 dentified
several key izause ralatad to fishensa
management that thraaten the viability

of tha local fizhery Thees includs: over
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